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THE HISTORY OF JOSEPH. 
Continued from page 228. 


DIALOGUE V.—JACOB AND JOSEPH 


JACOB. 

Dear Joseph ! let us our discourse renew ; 
Particulars I long to hear from you 
Of those events which did your rise succeed, 
And proved that God your mind inspired indeay 
Your brethren did in part to me relate, 
How you preserved the country and the state: 
How you to them behaved, they told, (and I 
Can pretty shrewdly guess the reason why 
You acted as you did, from first to last, ) 
And what discourse twixt you and them there pass’d : 
But your own statement I should like to have, 
Comparing that with what your brethren gave. 


JOSEPH. 
The years of plenty speedily ensued ; 

The earth, with pow’r prolific then endued, 

Brought forth by handfuls throughout all the land. 

While at the increase all astonish’d stand ; 

And finding my predictions thus made good, 

The measures I adopted none withstood. 

Vast storehouses in ev’ry town I build, 

And from the ne fields they all were fill’d. 
VOL. 1.} 
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Corn, like the grains of sand upen the shore, 
{ treasur’d up, till we could count no more. ‘ 
Meanwhile my Asenath two children bore ; ‘ 
First into life my dear Manasseh came, 

Him thus with gratitude to God I name, 

Who made me then forget my former pains, 
From envy, lust, the pit, and pris’ner’s chains : 
‘The second Ephraim call’d, because I found 
Myself made fruitful in this foreign ground, 
Where I had been enslaved, accused, and bound.’ = \ 

And now, at length, the years of plenty fled, 

And scarcity succeeded in its stead. 

‘The fructifying Nile. no more o’erflows, 

And the sun scorches every thing that grows. 

The land all faints with heat, each arid field 
No more its ordinary crop will yield. 

The people soon to Pharaoh cried for bread, 
And ‘ Go to Joseph, in reply he said. 
‘They, hungry, the advice he gave pursued, 
‘Phen open’d I my store to sell them food. 
Surrounding lands the like distresses fear, 
And flock to Egypt, hearing corn was here. 































JACOB. 
ses, I, my son, in Canaan heard the tale, 
Fer there we found the scarcity prevail, ) 
And hither urged my sons to come for bread ; 
‘L hear, in Egypt, there is corn,’ I said, 
‘Why look ye thus around, with pensive eye, 
Go thither down, and thence provision buy, 
That we may live and not with famine die.’ 
But Benjamin in Canaan I detain’d, 
Who only of his mother then remain’d ; 
{ knew not how with her dear child to part, 
{est mischief him befal, and break my heart : 
We heard that some wise governor was there. 
4 hose foresight did this remedy prepare ; 
But little J suspected *twas my son 
By whose direction all this good was done. 
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JOSEPH. 
We heard that Caanan was affected too, 
And often I, dear Father, thought of you. 
My Asenath (than whose no female breast 
A gentler heart contains) has oft exprest 
Her anxious care for my much honour’d sire, 
Whose character I taught her to admire : 
* Do send to Jacob,’ she would often say, 
But God’s own influence made me yet delay. 
And when, ’midst others, I my brethren saw 
Come, and obeisance make with deepest awe, 
At once I recognized them all, but feign’d 
To know them not, and all my state maintain’d ; 
I strove th’ emotions of my soul to hide ;— 
‘Whence come these foreigners ?? I sternly cry’d, 
‘From Canaan, to buy food,’ they all reply’d. 
Though I knew them, yet me they could not know : 
f thought upon my dreams so long ago, 
While ‘they repeatedly with awe profound, 


- Bow’d till their foreheads almost touch’d the ground. 


* You’re tramping spies,’ said I, ‘ as I divine, 
Come to this country with no good design.’ 
Again they bow, and ‘ Nay, my Lord,’ they say, 
* For needful food thy servants came to pay, 
We all are one man’s sons, honest and true, 

No kind of evil project we pursue.’— 

‘I tell you, ye are spies, who come to see 

How best our country may assaulted be.’ 

* Indeed,’ they say, ‘ twelve brethren once we wer 
One man’s own offspring, objects of his care; 
The youngest with his father still rema Lins, 

The other’s loss his aged bosom pains.’—- 

* Well said,’ I answer ed, ‘your own words sugges: 
Of your integrity no dubious test : 
fence ye shall not return, as Pharaoh lives. 
Unless this trial satisfaction gives 5 
Your youngest brother shall be fetch’d and then 
{ will admit you all are honest men. 

Send one for him, while here the rest remain. 
Till then the pris’n shall every man retaip. 
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Thus shall your words be proved, and I shall trv 
Whether ye speak the truth, or frame a lie.” 

Instant I gave the word, and all were sent 

Together into ward, for punishment : 

This rig’rous step I telt as well as they, 

But hoped a useful lesson to convey. 

@n the third day I sent for them again, 

And said, ‘I’m loth to putgood men to pain, 
For God Most High I rev’rence and adore, 
Who will avenge th’ oppressed and the poor : 
This fair proposal therefore, now I make,— 
Go ye, and food for all your households take ; 
One only here an hostage I’ll detain, 

Who shall uninjui’d in this pris’n remain, 
Till you returning with your brother shew, 
‘That you indeed are honest men and true.’ 

Throughout this interview did I prefer 

All to transact by an interpreter. 

He being gone, they had no sort of fear 

Their conversation I should overhear ; 

In their own tongue I therefore heard them say. 
‘ God has found out our wickedness to-day ; _ 
This man has falsely treated us as spies, 

But God, who penetrates through all disguise, 
For Joseph’s sake has suffered this distress ; 
He verily knew all our guiltiness, 

Who no commiseration would afford, 

\Vhen, in such anguish, pity he implored.’ 

‘Ah !? answered Reuben, ‘ I forewarn’d you all, 
‘That poor child’s blood for punishment would call . 
[ gave you warning, but ye would not hear ; 
Now comes the reck’ning after many a year.’ 

My heart felt deeply every thing I heard, 
Though they supposed I could not tell a word 
Of their discourse 3 I turn’d aside and wept, 

And under strict restraint my passions kept. 
Xeturning soon, before their face T bind 

Simeon, and doom him to remain behind : 

The rest with store of corn, I then sent back. 

Ifad each man’s ntoney put into his sack, 
Fearing enough might not at home remair 





History of Joseph. 


‘{'o make the purchase when they came again. 
Besides, I told my servant to provide . 
What for their journey they might need beside. 


JACOB. 

Joseph ! I own all was discreetly done ; 
God gave surprising wisdom to my son. 
But when they came, and told their dismal tale, 
1 felt my heart sink, and my spirits fail. 
For mourning still thy loss, I f4lt much more 
I’ v’ry fresh trouble than I used before : 
I had begun to wonder at their stay, 
And counted ev’ry hour of their delay ; 
Provision too ran short ere their return, 
And withimpatience all began to burn. 
Dinah look’d out, and saw the train draw nigh, 
Their loaded asses shew’d a good supply 3 
We all rush’d forth, their safe return to greet ; 
But then, with thoughtful, anxious looks, we meet, 
And Simeon was not there! but they come in, 
And then the tale of mystery begin. 
The governor, they said of whom they heard, 
Stern and severe indeed, at first appear’d ; 
Roughly he spake, and then as spies esteem’d, 
To search the country they were come he deem’d_ 
[n vain did they their innocence protest, 
Ilis strong suspicions he again profess’d ; 
‘ We are twelve brethren, sons of one old ‘man,’ 
They to assure him, instantly began, 
‘ Of one, long lost, his sire has been bereft, 
The other with our father now is left.’ 
But he, incredulous to all they said, 
With cold suspicion only shook his head. 
At length, however, shrewdly he replied, 
* By this, let guilt or innocence be tried ; 
Leave one behind, in custody with me, 
‘Take food from want your families to free ; 
Go ye, and bring your younger brother down, 
Whether your tale be true shall then be known. 
If honest men ye prove, be not afraid, 
You shall in Egypt-have full leave to trade.’ 


31* 
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" Why then did you,’ said I, with anger warm, 
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Yei atter this, the corn he let them buy, 
And gave them, for their journey free, supply- 
But dne was sorely frightened on the road, 
Who wish’d to give his beast a little food ; 
When, for that end, he had his sack unbound, 
Therein his money he astonish’d found ; 
‘ What has God'suffer’d to befal me now ° 
My money is return’d I know not how ! 
Sure this is passing strange! | sadly deem 
It indicates some deep designing scheme.’ 
The rest examined not, tilhhome they came, 
But now they find it ev’ry man the same ; 
Perplexity frH’d all their breasts and mine, 
How. to explain it, no one could divine. 
My heart, full charged with grief, could not refrain 
‘Fhus to give vent to all my inward pain ; 
‘ Ye have bereaved me ! Joseph’s lost before, 
And: Simeon I shall see, f fear, no more 3. 
Now Benjamin ye want to take away— 
Against me all things thus conspire this day. !’ 
Reuben rejoin’d, ‘ Entrust him to my care, 
He shall be safe, or I the blame will bear ; 
Hanoeh and Phallu let thy vengeance slay, 
If any harm befal. him: by the way.’ 
‘ My son shall not go down with you,’ I said, 
‘ He’s left alone, his brother long since dead ; 
Ye will, to him if any mischief come, 

Bring my grey hairs with sorrow to the tomb.” 
Thus time elapsed, till for @ fresh supply 
We needs. must send, or soon: with hunger die, 
Through-all the land the famine still was sore, 

We had exhausted almost all our store, 

When to my. sons again I spake, and said, 

‘ Go down to Egypt fora little bread.’ — 

‘ The man did solemnly protest, that we 

His face without our brother should not see : ‘ 
Therefore,’ said Judah, ‘ If thou seest good 
To send him with us, we: will buy fresh food ; 
But, if thou wilt not send him with us, then _ 
We will not, for,we dare not, go again."— 
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‘ ‘Phat you a brother had, the man inform *’— 

* Think of the situation we were in; 

The man close questioned us about our kin ; 

To us, this Zephnath Paaneah said, 

‘Is then your father living still, or dead? 

Have ye another brother left at home ? 

Could we suspect he’d say, ‘ that he must come ? 
Yourself have taught us, from our earliest youth, 
We never ought to violate the truth.’ 

Then Judah added, ‘ If consent you give. 
We will arise and go that all may live— 
Thyself and Benjamin, and all thy sons, 

With all our wives, and all our little ones, 
Who else must starve: commit the lad to me: 
His surety will I pledge myself to be ; . 
Of me thou shalt require him: If I come, 
And do not safely bring him with me home. 
The blame Ill bear for ever in thy sight. 
Had we not linger’d thus, ere now we might 
Have gone to Egypt and return’d again, 
With corn enough our households to sustain.’ 

‘ Well, if it must be so,’ I then replied, 

Some compliment for this great. man provide ; 
Balm, honey, spices, almonds, nuts, and myrrh, 
- Whatever you imagine he’d prefer : 
A present, though but small in value, may 
Conciliate his mind, and speed your way. 

And double money take, lest any rise 
Respecting corn, has lappen’d in the price ; 
The money found when each undid his sack, 

Be careful also now to carry back ; 

If some mistake or oversight took place, 

Thus rectify it, witha handsome grace, 

That honest he may find you all to be ; 

And take your brother, wliom he wish’d to see, 
May God Almighty guide your way aright, 

And grant you favour in this great man’s sight, 
That he your other brother may release, 

And send back Benjamin and all ia peace.’ 
Thus they set off, and left me sad at heart, 
Sorely distress’d with Benjamin to part. 
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JOSEPH. 
I saw them, father, when they came again, 

My heart rejoiced to count their number ten : 

My brother,though more alter’d than the rest, 

i xcited strong sensations in my breast ; 

Though had I chanced to meet with him alone, 

I could not recognize him I must own. 

Gladly [told my stew’rd to bring them soon 

{nto my house to dine with me at noon. 

‘ Stay, and make ready, and good cheer prepare, 

Those honest men shall have the choicest fare. 


















JACOB. 
But they, it seems, at first were sore afraid, 

And much alarm’d at what your servant said ; 

Suspecting each in his own guilty mind, 

You some occasion had contriv’d to find, 

To seize them all ferslaves, and take away 

Their asses and their money as your prey ; 

This now they thought the myst’ry would explain, 

Whence came the money in their sacks again. 
























JOSEPH. 
Yes, to my stew’rd they came in humble guise. 
‘Oh! sir! it gave us pain, anc vast surprise, 
When we came down before to purchase food, 
On our return a strange event ensued ; 
[t startled us, indeed, when we went back, 
That each man’s money was within his sack. 
But, sir, we have again brought back the whole ¢ 
No bad design wes cherish’d in our soul. 
T’ account for the mistake exceeds our thought ; 
For a fresh purchase we’ve fresh money brought.’ 
‘ Peace be to you, fear not, my man reply’d, 
‘ Your God, your father’s God, your wants supply’d ; 
’T was he alone replenish’d thus your store, 
Your money safely came to me before.’ 
Simeon released, soon came the band to join. 
And all were with the governor to dine. 
Somewhat encouraged now, they venture in, 
And with each other.to converse begin. 








History of Jaseph. 





248 


My man brought water, and they wash’d their feet,— 


He gave their asses provender to eat. 
Mean while, their presents they made ready soon, 
Expecting they should meet with me at noon. 

Lo! whenI came, they ranged, in order stand, 
Bringing the present with them in their hand , 
And to the earth they bow before my face, 
Thankful to be received with so much grace. 
With stifled feelings coolly I inquire, 

* How does the old man do, your aged sire ? 

{s he yet living ?? bowing low they tell, 

‘ Thy servant when we came from home was well.’ 
[glanced at Benjamin, my mother’s child ; 

‘Is this the youth whom you your brother stiled ? 
Master’d my passions just enough to say, 

‘ My son, may God be kind to thee, I pray ; 
And then was forced to hurry me away. 

{ seemed his mother’s features to discern, 

Felt my heart palpitate, my bowels yearn. 

Andto my chamber hastily I went, 

Where floods of tears soon gave my feelings vent. 
Again I strove my passions to restrain, 4 
And dried my eyes and wash’d my face again : 
Came back and order’d dinner to be brought, 

All placed in style, exactly as it ought. 

One table for myself alone they place ; 

One for my friends of Egypt’s native race, 

Who, by the laws of caste would never deign 
With foreigners at table to remain ; 

Another table separately stood, 

For those who were esteem’d of Hebrew blood. 
These, I myself arranged, in order due, 

Exactly as though I their ages knew: 

Silent surprise their countenances shew : 

The servants from my table messes bore, 

But Benjamin’s I made full five times more ; 
Determined secretly their pulse to try, 

[fthey had laid their envious spirit by ; 

{ll seem, however, cheerful while they dine, 

(nd taste with pleasure my Egyptian wine. 
But here dear father let us break the tale, 


, 



















































On the Lord’s Prayer. 


Lest you should feel your strength and spirits fail ; 
Refresh yourself with food and rest, and then 
The subject we will soon resume again. 


JACOB. 
Some rest is needful for my wearied frame ; 
Meanwhile I bless Jehovah’s holy name, 
‘Who, after years of mourning and distress, 
Has condescended me and mine to bless. 
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ON THE LORKD’S PRAYER. 
“ Give us this day our daily bread.” 


Tue former petitions in this excellent prayer refer to thie 
kingdom and glory of God. You now come to pray for 
the supply of your own wants, and ‘to ask those things 
which are requisite and necessary as well for the body as 
the soul.’ First, we are taught to pray for daily bread. By 
bread, in the language of Scripture, is meant all things ne- 
<essary for the use of life, all manner of food, meat and 
lrink, and whatsoever is required to support our ‘fr ail nature. 
‘ou pray for daily bread, because you stand in need every 
day of new supplies from God. As the children of Israel 
went out every day to gather manna in the wilderness, that 
no day might pass without reminding them of the Provi- 
dence of God, so must we come to him day by day to make 
us daily mindful of our constant dependence upon him. The 
food we eat comes as certainly from the hang of God, as the 
manna did which fell around the camp of the Israelites. 
Though we are unworthy of receiving the least crumb ot 
bread from God, yet tor the sake of our blessed Saviour, 
who “ ever liveth to make intercession for us,” we are sure 
that our Heavenly Father will “ supply all our wants accor- 
ding to the riches of his glory by Christ Jesus.” From the 
petition which we are now considering you learn many and 
rmportant lessons. 

From the word “give,” you may learn that God is the 
the “ giver of all good.” “ Every good and every perfect gift 
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saith St. James) cometh down from the Father of lights,’ 
James i. 17; The storehouse of Providence can never be ex- 
hausted. “ The eyes of all wait upon thee O Lord, and thou 
givest them their meat in due season: thou openest thy 
hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living thing,” Ps. 
exly. 15,16. All our endeavours are fruitless without the 
blessing of God. In vain do men labour, and toil, rise up 
early, and late take rest, unless God be pleased to prosper 
their labours, to give “ rain from heaven and fruitful seasons.” 
Though it is your bounden duty to labour, working with 
your own hands the thing which is good, and not to be 
*¢ slothful in business :” yet must you pray for your daily 
bread with as entire a dependence on the Providence of God, 
as if your food was immediately sent down to you from 
heaven. Labour and prayer must go together. Having 
earnestly prayed, “ Give us this day our daily bread,” you 
must “ study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to 
work with your own hands,” as you are commanded in 1 
Thess. iv. 11 3 and then you may be assured that the di- 
vine promise shall be made good to you, “ Bread shall be 
given, and water shall be sure, Ps. xxxiil. 16. The Saviour 
of the world has delivered this command and this promise, 
“ Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added unto you,” that is, all 
necessary things, Matt. vi. 33. Here is full security against 
all want; a promise which can never fail. 
By praying for a supply of food only for this day, you 
are taught to have no anxious or distressing cares for ‘the 
morrow ; as knowing that your Heavenly Father who hath 
all things at his disposal, will daily give you all that is neces- 
sary for you, and that he is able to relieve you to-morrow as 
to day. Having no abiding place here, you are taught to 
pray only for necessaries in your journey, and to ask your 
bread from day to day, that you may shew your constant 
readiness to depart whenever God shall call you. As you 
know not whether you shall live till to-morrow, you 
must not be anxious about to-morrow. You are taught 
to pray for your own bread, that is the bread which 
you shall get by the divine blessing on your honest labour ; 
for every good man will earn and eat his own bread. The 
command of $ scripture is “if any man will not work neither 
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shall he eat,” 2 Thess. iii. 10. Carefulness and anxiety 
about food and raiment*for year's to come, are altogether un 
becoming Christians. ‘“ Be careful for nothing, (saith St. 
Paul,) but in every thing, by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God,” 
Phil. iv.63 and “having food and raiment be therewith 
content,” 1 ‘Tim. vi. 8. Contentment is the poor man’s 
riches ; it brightens his cottage, it softens his labours, it infu- 
ses sweetness into his cup ofcold water, gives a relish to his 
dinner of herbs, and makes his sleep sound and refreshing. 
Of this we have a most instructive example in the history 
which is given of a pious poor woman, who was remarkable, 
in the village where she lived, for the great cheerfulness al- 
ways manifested in her behaviour ; whether things went well 
or ill, Martha seemed to be always happy. Some ladies of 
the village, when calling upon Martha at her little hut in their 
morning walk, found her in the act offpraising God for her 
dinner ; ‘ and what have you had for dinner Martha ?’ said 
one of the ladies to her. ‘ Madam,’ said Martha, ‘ this is 
the remains, shewing them a crust of barley bread. ‘ Well 
but Martha,’ replied the ladies, ‘what have you had besides ?” 
‘ Nothing,’ answered the poor woman. ‘ It is poor fare in- 
deed, Martha ;’ replied the lady. ‘ Blessed be the Lord,’ 
said Martha, ‘ for this, Inever desire better ; I have enjoyed 
hrist with my crust, and the crust with my Christ ; and is not 
is rich living?’ Such are the comforts of the pious poor. 
Another example of contentment and trust in God, which 
deserves a place in your memory, you have in‘ The Life of 
William Kelley, or the Happy Christian.’ This excellent 
man, for many years, never promised himself a to-morrow, 
but lived cheerfully and happily from day to day, putting his 
whole trust in the Lord, and likea pilgrim, with his staff in 
his hand ready to depart. Imitate these bright examples of 
piety and contentment. Pray earnestly for the supply of 
daily wants, and at the same time be diligent, and industri- 
ous in your several callings. Resolve that you will earn your 
own bread by honest and faithful labour; and “ be content 
with such things as you have ; owe no man any thing, but 
to love one another,” Rom. xiii. 8. Ifthe state of life to 
which it shall please God to call you, be that of servants, re- 
member the precepts of Scripture, with regard to the duties 
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of that state. “* Servants, be obedient to them that are your 
masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in 
singleness of your heart, as unto Christ ; not, with eyeser- 
vice, as menpleasers ; but as the servants of Christ, doing 
the will of God from the heart,” Ephes..vi. 5,6. “Servants, 
obey in all things your masters according to the flesh ; not 
with eyeservice, as menpléasets ; but in singleness of heart, 
tearing God: and whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the 
Lord, and ‘not unto men ; knowing that of the Lord ye shall 
receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord 
Christ. But he that doeth wrong shall receive, for the wrong 
which he hath done ; and there.is no respect of persons.” 
Col. iii. 22—25. Whatsoever be your future condition in 
life, resolve, by the help of God, that your conversation shall 
be such as becometh the gospel of Christ; that. you will 
live as heirs of immortality, as candidates for eternity, and 
as, knowing the strict and solemn account which every one 
of you must hereafter render of your thoughts, words, and 
actions. “‘ Whether ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, 
do all to the glory of God, and in the name of the Lord 
Jesus.” 1 Cor.:x. 31. | [S. SM, , 
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THE SABBATH, 
OR 
rs The Three Cousims.* 


‘I wish Sabbath day was dead,’ said a naughty little boy 
who disliked serious things; ..and,who would have been glad 
always to have spent the day in play. . 

‘What a profane speech,’ I think.I hear someof you say ; 
‘how could any little boy be so wicked as to-utter it?’ Ah! 
my dear children, look into your own hearts, and you will 
perhaps discover something of the same feeling, though you 
dare not utter the words. Do you never wake on a Sabbath 
morning, and wish it was Monday: And are you never 





* These children were all related to the writer. 
VOL. I] 22 
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tired of the day, and glad when it comes to a close? JT 
speak not to those who are decidedly pious ; they of course 
will Jove the day 


‘The best of all the seven.’ 


But what would become of religion without the: Sabbath ? 
If every day was alike, there are many people who would 
not go to church or to chapel at all ; and you know one of 
your little hymns says, 


"Tis well to have one day in seven, 
That we may learn the way to heaven,’ &c. 


Oh never wish yourself in a country where the Sabbath is 
not observed. ‘The world has too much of our hearts al- 
ready ; we need not wish to make the’entrance to heaven 
more difficult, What shall I say to induce you to prize 
those sacred hours ? 

‘The little boy who wished the: Sabbath day was déad, 


was not aware of the misery that would follow, if sucha 
wish could be gratified. Without the Sabbath, how many 
children would have remained in ignorance, whe are now 
enjoying the advantages of learning. And some have arri- 
ved at heaven, who, before they “left, the world, expressed 
their thankfulness to God for Sabbath instruction, and spoke 
of it as the means of their conversion. And as a good min- 
ister used to observe, ‘ It is a merciful appointment both te 
the bodies and to the souls of men ;’ for it is to many, and 
might to most people, be a day of rest. Oh! how sweet is 
the tranquility of the Sabbath to those who have been har- 
rassed during the week with the cares of the world; but you 
feel not these at present, and therefore | will not dwell: upon 
them. Indeed, 1 do not wish to tire’ you with my remarks. 
but will hasten. to introduce ‘another ' little: ‘boy 5 ; a cousin ol 
the one | first mentioned. 

He was about four years of age: and it‘was His custom 
after dinner, as soon as the cloth was removed, to run into 
the hall, and fetch a favourite plaything, with which he used 
to amuse himself till the family rose from the table. © This 
was so regularly done, and with such evident enjoyment, 
that his Grandpapa, at ‘whose'ho use he wags visiting, expect: 
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ed nothing less gn the Sabbath, than that the much-loved 
toy W ould make its appearance as usual., ‘ Let us see,’ said 
j he,’ to those who sat near him, ‘ whether Harley will 
fetch his plaything to-day. When the: cloth 'was removed. 
all eyes were upon him, to see what he would do. But Har- 
icy kept his seat, and made not the slightest effort to, amuse 
himself in any way. Yet he did a appear dull; and 


when he afterwards saw people idling away. their time, in- 
! stead of going to church, or,to any other place of, worship, 
f he was much surprized, and expressed his displeasure ,a\ 


it. ‘This shows, that the pious instructions, of his mother 
were not thrown away upon him. The first mentioned 
little boy lost his mamma very soon after he was born. 
You who are so. happy as tohave parents living, may, learn 
from this, the benefit of attending to their kind admonitions. 


: And now, lastly, I will mention a dear little girl who was 
: cousin to both these children, and who could. enjoy the Sab- 
H bath even when confined at home by illness. She always 
é passed the mornings alone, and that by her own desire, that 
she might have an uninterrupted. opportunity. for reading 
, and reflection. Perhaps some. of you are ready to say, 
tl ‘This must be a poor dull child indeed, that could take any 
y pleasure in being alone. 1 suppose she never knew what 
v play meant.’ But in this you are quite mistaken. I never 
I- saw a more lively creature in my life, than she was when iu 
cl health. Iremember her saying once, when she was dancing 
e and skipping, about.the room, ‘Iam so happy, I cannot 
\- bear my spirits.’ She was then yery young, and did not 
0 know how to express herself; but.her meaning. was, that 
d the pleasure she felt was too» great to be restrained. It had 
is however no solid foundation, and was. therefore liable to a 
2 thousand interruptions, as all earthly pleasures are. This 
ul she afterwards perceived, and was led to make choice of i 
n better enjoyments, and such as could never be taken from 
ty her. ‘The Lord was.her portion, and Christ the foundation 
yf of her hope. May all the dear children who read this, make 
the same wise and happy choice, thatthey may be able to 
i gay from the heart, 
(0 


‘Thine earthly Sabbaths, Lord we lov e, 
But there’s nobler rest above,’ &c. 


" [S. S. DE. 





The Rural Sabbath School. 


From the Christian Mirror. 


THE RURAL SABBATH SCHOOL. 


As a‘servant of the Massachusetts Missionary Society’, 
{ was employed in one of the destitate towns of Maine. The 
town in general was but recently settled. There were'there- 
fore some extensive tracts of wild land. Through one of 
these I pursued my way on foot to visit a remote habitation. 
‘This is one interesting employment of the missionary. He 
explores every corner of a town. tfe goes into the high 
ways and hedges, to compel ménto come in. He overlooks 
no obscure dwelling ; he neglects no humble individual. 
He preaches the gospel especially to the poor. On this er- 
rand 4° pressed on my solitary walk, full of delightful 
thoughts of the mysteries of the gospel, and touched to the 
héart by the goodness of God displayed’ in the blooming 
beauty of the Spring. But all my recollections could not 
keep in a perfect calm my timid heart, unused as it was to 
such solitude. <A rustling in the thick foilage startled me, 
and my busy imagination would set before me the terrors of 
an assault from asavage animal. I chide myself for such 
timidity, so inconsistent with christian hope. At length the 
woods opened: I rejoiced at the appearance of culty ation; 
twas soon gladened by thie sight of habitations. I cntered 
the first of these, and after a few words; imtroduced the 
grand subject of my errand. “In many cases this‘is perfectly 
easy, especially among those who have hot the’ fastidious- 
ness of refined society. Here you can preach the gospel 
at once. 1 found iti this retired spot a small neighbowr- 
hood ; and thoughzrarely visited by the servant of Christ, 
a missionary “had preceded me, and I learnt that a Sab- 
bath'schoot had been kept here. I could not conceive how 
this could’ be, for I saw no house’ apparéntly calculated for 
this purpose, and no families sufficient to constitute a school. 
f found that a very few attended, and were instructed by one 
teacher; and the place of meeting was a barn. This build- 
ing ennobled by so sacred a use; was pointed out to me. i 
walked by it, and surveyed it with peculiar interest. It 
was very open and unfinished. My heart loved the cbris- 
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ian spirit that in so remote a spot, in so poor a building, and 
with so few scholars, could labour to impart divine truth. 
ifow much more dignified and pure did this spirit appear 
than that which may actuate teachers in the commodious 
school-room, with the stimulus of a great school and many 
teachers, and all the world looking on. I have been in large 
Sabbath schools, and have read many accounts of greater ; 
hut with no such sacred feelings, as I have viewed this scene. 
—And now, all my dear brethren and sisters in the service 
of Christ, if may suggest to you, that angels and glorified 
saints behold these different scenes, and dwell with most de- 
light on those of you who struggle with many difficulties, 
and after all accomplished very little. ‘Think, my beloved 
fellow servants, of those in the time of our Lord, who. re- 
ceived his special commendation. ‘hey were those who 
could do little, but who did that. “She hath done what she 
could, and it shall be told for a memorial of her.” “ She 
hath cast more than they all into the treasury.” I wished, 
as Istood bythe rural Sabbath School, that I could speak 
to the heart of every one of thedisciples of my Lord, and 
arouse him to employ his single talent for God. | If, my 
brother or sister, I could see you in a careless neighbour- 
ee persevering to teach a few little children, and labour- 
ing without thanks, without help, and against opposition, 
my heart should be there with peculiar interest, and every 
sabbath I would rejoice to be present with you in spirit. 
But One will see you, and will be with you. He who took 
children in his arms and blessed them} will smile upon you, 
while you endeavour to bring them to him. Even disciples 
may forbid you, but Jesus rebukes them. He loves child- 
ren, and says, Suffer them to come tome. The Lord forbid 
that I should be discouraged, because Icannot do great 
things. I desire, above all things, the spirit that shall carry 
mec “chiverfully forward in attempting what I can, though I 
labour in obscurity, though I have no helpers, and though 
the world looks in upon me, not to applaud but to censure. 
If this address shall stir up one humble friend of Christ ta 
improve his talent and his opportunities for doing good, Ishak 
rejoice that I penned it. And what shall be my joy in 
heaven, if I shall there meet one sabbath scholar who. re- 


ceived instruction through my suggestions ; and how much 
VO* 
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greater will be the teacher’s joy and crown. Dear read- 
er, may that joy and crown be ours. 


MISSIONARY. 


ae 


JUVENILE MISSIONARY SPIRIT. 


Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfect- 
ed praise. Mat. 21: 16, Psalms1: 2. 


Among the many extraordinary and successful efforts of 
the present enlightened and charitable age to civilize and 
evangelize the world, nothing perhaps is more remarkable 
than the active and zealous co-operation of females, and 
even children, in the great and glorious work. Happily, 
this heaven-born spirit is not confimed to the children, of our 
benevolent eastern and Atlantic brethren, but is displayed 
far in the western wilds. In our churches, our pious fami- 
lies, and our Sabbath Schools, she is to be found, clothed in 
all her native beauty, meekness, and unaflected modesty. 

Our youth, who are daily searching the Scriptures which 
are able to make them wise unto salvation, through faith 
which isin Christ Jesus, are anxious to send the Bible and 
the Gospel of salvation to the children of the perishing hea- 
then; and, for that purpose, many of them are saving a part 
of their little means, and are cheerfully devoting it to the 
Lord. The following facts recently came to my knowledge ; 
and I freely communicate them, for the information of oth- 
ers, and with a hope of exciting many to “ go and do like- 
wise.” 

On lately visiting one of the Sabbath schools, I discovered 
on the mantle piece a small missionary box, labelled “ For- 
the Ottawa Mission.” It was found to be the property of 
the children of the school, who, from time to time, were put- 
ting into this their little treasury small sums, for the purpose 
of raising money to purchase school and other books for the 
children of the Ottawa Indians. This box has since been 
opened, and the money, amounting to about two dollars. 
paid over tothe Western Missionary Society, to be applied 
‘for the above mentioned purposes. 
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A gentleman, who visited one of our Sabbath Schools a 
short time since, happened to mention the interesting letters 
of Catharine Brown, the celebrated Indian convert. When 
the school was dismissed, he was surrounded by a deputation 
of charming little girls, who modestly requested a loan of 
the letters, that they might have the pleasure of reading the 
productions of a poor heathen girl, lately converted .to 
Christianity. The application and demeanour of these 
dear little ones was so earnest, humble, and intelligent, that 
none could have witnessed it without being sensibly struck 
with the great advance of their education. Much credit is due 
to their parents and teachers. It will hardly be believed, 
that this interesting spectacle was exhibited in the most 
wretched, and one would think, the most wicked part of the 
suburbs of this city. Such, however, is the fact, and such 
the blessed effects of Sabbath Schools. 

On examining sundry goods, given to the Board of Mis- 
sions, for the Ottawa Mission Family, which left this city in 
October last, was found asmall bag or reticle, carefully tied 
up, which appeared to be the donation of some charitable 
little girl, and contained two thimbles, six balls of boss, two 
dozen of needles, one pair of scissors, one paper of pins, and 
a variety of other small articles calculated to be useful to 
some Indian female, as she progressed in the arts of domes 


tic life, under the tuition of the pious missionaries. 
[ Pitts. Ree. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION SOCIETY, NEW YORK. 


A semi-annual meeting of this Society was held on ‘Thurs- 
day evening in the Methodist Church, John-st. From the 
reports which were read, it appeared that the schools were 
generally ina flourishing state. Of the fifty-one schools 
embraced in the Union, forty- nine were stated to contain 
three thousand one hundred and fifty learners, under the care 
of five hundred and four superintendents, teachers, &c. In 
one school of one hundred boys, eleven thousand verses of 
scripture were recited in the month of August. The re- 
ports contained a great variety of interesting facts, showmg 
the salutary influence of the schools upon the children and 
their parents. After the reports were read, the Rev. Dr. 
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Milnor addressed the superintendents and teachers encoura- 
ging them in their benevolent exertions, and recommending 
the formation of Sunday School Associations in the various 
congregations. [N. ¥. Obs. 


A regular monthly meeting of the Teachers attached to 
the General Association of this city, was held at the usual 
place Sept. 17. Reports were received from 23 schools, 
having 242 conductors, 1601 learners, that have attended 
during the last month ; making an average of 70 pupils in 
each school, and from seven to eight under the charge of each 
teacher. The questions proposed for discussion were, What 
means are best calculated to direct the attention of the schol- 
ars to the preacher while in church ; and, What is the best 
method of securing the co-operation of parents in the object 
of Sunday School instruction. In the course of the debate a 
plan was mentioned, as having been successfully introduced 
into some of the schools of the Association, for preventing 
play among the scholars, during the time of prayer nd sing- 
ing. It is to make them clasp their hands, and coutinue in 
this position, while the service is performed :—w hereupon 
a resolution was passed, recommending the adoption of it in 
them all. To a person unacquainted with the subject, this 
measure may appear trifling and unimportant ; but those 
who know the difficulties of keeping order among that class 
of children usually found in Sabfiath Schools, will at once 
perceive that if such a scheme could be adopted, and be 
strictly enforced, it must produce very beneficial effects. 

But what gave peculiar interest tothe meeting, and emi- 
nently exhibited the value of the institution, was an address. 
from a person present, formerly a Sunday scholar, and now 
superintendent ofa Sabbath School, which he closed with 
these remarks :— Mr. Chairman, ‘T can speak experimen- 
tally on this subject. For fourteen years I have, cither as 
learner or teacher, been engaged ina Sunday School. ‘All 
my education, except for the period of two weeks, was ob- 
tained ‘ata Sunday School in London. For the benefits 
there received I have, at present, reason to bless God, and 
hope for them to praise him through all eternity.”—N.V.Car 









NEW-ORLEANS BETHEL UNION. 


A Bethel Society was formed at New Orleans, March 28. 
ts Constitution is similar to that of the New York Bethel 
Union. The officers are, Alfred Hennen, President ; Patrick 
‘Thompson, Vice President; James. Robinson, Treasurer; 
Joshua Baldwin, Secretary, and nine Managers. $114 
were immediately subscribed after its organization; for car- 
vying forward its holy designs.. About;150 persons; are ysu- 
ally present at religious. worship, which is,sometimes held, at 
the New. Market, and sometimes. on, ship . board. ,., Rev. 


Messrs. Hudson and Alexander have attended several of these. 


meetings and laboured—the Managers take the Jead in, them 
with good effect when no clergyman is present.—Though 
none of the Captains could be prevailed on to take a part in 
the exercises, yet they expressed their approbation of the 
object and of the meetings, and rejoiced “ that such a thing 
had been started at New-Orleans, ‘a place that needed ‘it 
mere than any other they had ever visited”. —_ [ Bost. Rec. 


PALESTINE MISSION. 





Extract from the Journal of Mr. Temple. 


Sept. 1,.18224+Last Sabbath ‘we opened a Sunday 
school: in owrshouse, for the benefit: of the English children 
belonging to our little eongregation:' ‘We are happy to find 
among our juvenile pupils,’ six Maltese children, anda ‘little 
Jewess, together with about thirty English children. Mi 

22.-—To day our little Jewess wished to read with some 
young Misses,who were reading to me in one of the Evangelists. 
{ took her Bible, which was Italian, and pointed to the chapter 
where they were reading ; but as soon as she discovered that 
it was the New ‘Testament, she seemed. alarmed, and said, 
‘Questo non e buono” ‘That is, thisis not: goods and L 
could not persuade her to’: read more than a verse ‘or ‘two. 
We regard it,however,as a peculiar auspicious circumstance, 
ihat her parents are’ wtiling to: send her to be taught ‘by 


Christians. ‘The Jews are heldin great contempt among'the 


Maltese, and it is not long since they weré forbidden to lodge 
tvithin the walls of the city. 


New Orleans Bethel Union —Palestine Mission. 26% 
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The Earl and Countess of Dalhousie testified their appro. 
vation of the St. John’s chapel Sabbath school, Quebec, by 
a donation of ten pounds, to assist in clothing those _ poor 
children, that must otherwise during the winter, be deprived 
of the privileges of the school. The number of children ad~ 
initted in‘ the course of the Jast year, was 152—the number 
at the close of the year, 143, instructed by 21 gratuitious 
teachers.——In a late journey in the province of Upper Can- 
ada, Rev. Thaddeus Osgood has procured the establishment 
of more than twenty Sabbath Schools, and proposes the for- 
mation of aSsmall library of books, in every town and settle- 
ment, to be accessible té’ children and young people, who 
carefally avoid immoral conduct, and come together every 
Sabbath and recite. | 





) | SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
The total number in Great Britian is 5,554 schools, 59, 
447 teachers, and 608,385 scholars. The total amount in 


Great Britian and Ireland is 7,515 schools, about 72,000 
teachers, and 772,297 scholars. 





DUBLIN SUNDAY SCHOOL ANECDOTES. 


One of the female teachers, in the course of reading the 
Scriptures, made some observations on that passage which 
speaks of the man who-built his. house upon the sand. Some 
time after, 2 little girl, who had been listening to-her remarks. 
came to her and said, “1 have been led to think seriously .on 
what you.told us about theman who built his house upon: 
the sand, and.to imagine that Lwas in the same situation: 
with that person. .1 then prayed:to the Lord to shew me 
theright foundation, but found: my mind was not released 
irom;its load,.yet 1 continued earnest in my prayers to God 
on this, subject, and was atlength enabled to.see that I had 
built my, house upen the rock, even the LordjJesus Christ ; 
and _.d feel..confident that the Lord put it. into the heart of my 
dear mother to send me ta this school. 





oA by who had been absent for several Sundays, came on. 
the’ first Sabbath of the new year ; and, on hisiteacher. inqui- 
ring the reasonof his absence, after some hesitation, the boy 
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replied, ** I have no apology to make, but contess that it|was 
idleness prevented me from comingas usual to Schocl4 but 
as [ have commenced the first Sabbath of this year in a| dif- 
ferent way, L hope I shall be enabled to continue the game 
line of conduct.” | Aud 








One evening, about.two months ago, as one of! the Com- 
mittee was passing the school house, after the school had lheen 
dismissed, he was surprised to hear some of the chiltlren 
singing a hymn within, and applied for admission ; but find- 
ing the door locked and the singing immediately . discontin- 
ued, he was led to look through one of the windows, when 
he perceived about eight of the girls engaged in prayer. | 


RATED 
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ANECDOTES. 





The following anecdote was communicated for; the Sab- 
bath School Magazine by a Sabbath School Teacher who 
was a witness of the. fact... git if 

A father having taken several of his children to see some 
amusements, where there was much cursing ‘and ‘swearing, 
and other wickedness, alittle girl (about eight years old) 
who was a Sunday scholar, said to him ‘lather, I am afraid 
you have made God, angry.’ ‘Why so, child’ ‘Because 
you have done like.old. tli,” ‘Who was Eli, then ?’ She re- 
plied in the words of her catechism, ‘He: was ai good old 
man, but Ged was angry with him for not keeping his chil- 
dren from wickedness.’ ‘But Tam not a good’ old man.’ 
Then, father, you are twice as bad as Eli'was, if you are not 
good yourself, and lead your children into wickedness.’ 





I heard the following little anecdote of one of the Sunday 
School scholars at English harbour. A company of strol- 
ling players endeavoured to get upa play, at Falmouth, a 
small town, not farfreom English Harbour. A, young lady 
offered a ticket to.a little girl belonging to the Sunday School 
who immediately dropped a curtesy, and innocently said, 
‘ Ma’m, I thank you ;.but, [hope J could not disgrace the 
schagl so much as to think of going to such a place.” 

[ Hyde’s Journal. 
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POETRY. 
For the Sabbath School Repository. 





‘“ They walked to the house of God in company.” 






"T'was Sabbath morn and not'a sound, 

Disturb’d the peace which reign’d around : 
. Lsaw a group of children fair, 

They hasten’d to the house of prayer. . 







Each shining cheek wore blooming grace— 
Joy sparkled in each youthful face ; 
Their little hands the book of prayer, 
With holy reverence did bear. 











Often its sacred page they spread, 
And with a sweet expression read, 
Of Christ descending to the grave, 
The wretched and the lost to save. 















As arm in arm the little throng; 
Did calm and quiet pass along ; 
_., Tho’ oft they spoke, no word profane, 
_ [ heard, or foolish jesting vain. 


‘They talk’d of the dear téacher’s care ’; 

' They talk’d of heaven, they talk’d of prayer : 
And some did raise the tearfal'eye, © 
‘To him who reigns above the’ sky. 


‘L saw them pass the sacred door, _, 

. Where heaven its holy light does pout : 

And rais’d to God my ardent prayer, 
To meet them with his blessing there. i 
og CORNELIA. 





Youths’ Missionary Society, N. Y.—A Sdciety under 
this name has just been formed in the ‘city of New York, 
auxiliary to the United Foreign Missionary Society. Pres- 
ident,Daniel L. Gray ; Secretary, Richard“Cox ; Treas- 
urer, Wm. Palmer. — ° 





